Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma involving the cauda equina and ocular cranial nerves: case reports and literature review.
Although rare, direct infiltration of the cauda equina by non-Hodgkin's lymphoma (NHL) must be considered as a potential cause of subacute onset paraplegia. We present two cases of lymphomatous involvement of the cauda equina presenting with subacute paraplegia, each associated with a palsy of an oculomotor nerve. We highlight the need to use gadolinium-enhanced magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) when investigating potential cauda equina lesions, since it is crucial in detecting and outlining the extent of disease. Differential diagnoses and treatment options for NHL involving the cauda equina are also discussed.